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This leaflet explains and summarizes the
main activities related to conservation and
use of forest genetic resources in Spain,
specially carried out by central government
(Unit of Forest Genetic Resources, Ministry
for Ecological Transition and Demographic

Composed by Central Challenge).
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European Network of Genetic Conservation Units of Pinus
sylvestris (modified from Lier and Schuck, 2020. Forest Europe).

Published by: © Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the
Demographic Challenge

Undersecretariat

Publications Centre

According to Spanish Forest Law the central
government manages conservation and

Image credits ©: Marta Callejas-Diaz!

GIS viewer breeding programs of national interest in
MITECO + ﬁ: somao 7 DR GOSN coordination with regional governments.
i D B :Q";E.‘LE\R"(:ANS\C\ON ECOLOGICA . . . .
= L ¥ EL RETO DEMOGRAFICO
Spanish Network of Genetic Conservation ICIFOR-INIA, CSIC The cgordlnatlon I?Ody is the Na.tlonal
Units (298 GCUs of 20 species in 2026) NIPO: 665-26-003-4 (papel) 665-26-004-X (linea) Committee for breeding and conservation of

Depdsito Legal: M-4568-2026 FGR



Strategic and planning
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Forest breeding programs

In Spain breeding programs are managed by
different public and private entities.
However, main part of them are carried out
by public institutions, such as research
centers and regional governments. Central
State (MITECO) manages and coordinates
directly breeding programs according to
Spanish Forest Law.

Working groups on breeding
Currently there are three working groups
related to breeding coordinated by Ministry:

WG on conifers

- Species: Pinus pinaster, P. sylvestris, P. nigra,

P. halepensis, P. pinea...

- Purposes: wood production, tolerance to
pests, pine nut production (for stone pine)

- Species: Quercus ilex and Q. suber.

- Purposes: tolerance to oak dieback
(Phytophthora cinnamomi and drought),
cork and acorn production.

WG on new pathogens

- Species: Ulmus spp., Fraxinus spp., Alnus

spp., etc.

- Purposes: tolerance to new pests and
diseases.

Network of Centres for
Forest Genetic Resources

They contain the means for carrying out all
the breeding and ex situ conservation
programs, production and supply of forest
seeds, mycorrhization, experiments, etc.
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